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TAGS: CSCE, PFOR, XG 

SUBJ: CSCE POLICY: WORLD WAR II COMMEMORATION 

REF: STATE 69945 

1. DURING QUADRIPARTITE DINNER APRIL 25 SOVIET DELE- 
GATION HEAD KOVALEV INFORMED US, UK AND FRENCH DEL HEADS 
THAT, DURING MAY 9 MEETING OF COMMITTEE ONE (SECURITY), 

SOVITS INTEND TO HAVE THEIR REP (MENDELEVICH) MAKE A 
STATEMENT ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DAY FOR THE USSE. 
STATEMENT WOULD BE TACTFUL BUT "WITHOUT DIMINISHING THE 
SIGNIFICANCE" OF THE OCCASION. HE INQUIRED ABOUT THE 
INTENTIONS OF THE OTHERS. FRENCH AMABASSADOR INDICATED 
THAT HE TOO WOULD JOIN IN TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO FELL. 

UK AMBASSADOR STATED THAT, WHILE UK PREFERRED TO LOOK 
FORWARD, NOT BACK, HE WOULD, IN VIEW OF USSR AND FRENCH 
INTENTIONS, ALSO SPEAK AND PAY TRIBUTE, WHILE EMPHASIZING 

THE FUTURE. WE STATED THAT WE HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING 
A POSSIBLE STATEMENT AND WOULD HAVE TO RESERVE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 02958 261333Z 

2. FRENCH AND BRITISH HAVE, UNFORTUNATELY, CONFIRMED 
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SOVIETS IN THEIR INTENTION TO MAKE A MAY 9 WORLD WAR II 
SPPECH, AND PROBABLY HAVE CONVINCED KOVALEV TO DO SO AT 
DELEGATION HEAD LEVEL. WE CONSIDER THIS DEVELOPMENT 
MOST UNFORTUNATE, BUT DO NOT BELIEVE IT IS POSSIBLE TO 
PREVENT IT, SINCE EUROPEAN SECURITY IS CLEARLY WITHIN THE 
MANDATE OF COMMITTEE I, AND THERE ARE AMPLE PRECEDENTS IN 
CSCE FOR RELATING PAST HISTORY TO THE WORK OF THIS CON- 
FERENCE. 

3. FRG DEL HEAD, WHO IS AWARE OF SOVIET INTENTIONS, HAS 
URGED SOVIETS PRIVATELY NOT REPEAT NOT TO MAKE AN ANTI- 
GERMAN SPEECH, AND HAS WARNED THAT HE WILL RESPOND IF 
SOVIETS SHOULD DO THIS. 

4. WE BEIEVE OUR SILENCE WOULD BE MOST CONSPICUOUS IF 
OTHER WARTIME ALLIES MAKE SPEECHES ON MAY 9, AND, IN 
KEEPING WITH SPIRTI OF GUIDANCE CONTAINED PARA 4 REFTEL, 

WE WOULD BE INCLINED TO MAKE SOME BLAND REMARKS ON THE 
LESSONS OF HISTORY AND THE NEED FOR SECURITY AND COOPERA- 
TION IN EUROPE. REQUEST GUIDANCE. 

DALE 
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